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Qatar & Dubai
For earlier issues, see India and Saudi Arabia.

Issuer	 Starting Number

Qatar & Dubai Currency Board (QDCB).................................B101

Monetary System
18.09.1966: 1 Qatar-Dubai riyal = 100 dirham

Arabic Numbers
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

٠ ١ ٢ ٣ ٤ ٥ ٦ ٧ ٨ ٩

Arabic Months of the Year
(January) يناير (February) فبراير (March) مارس

(April) يربإل/أبريل (May) مايو (June) يونية/يونيو

(July) يولية/يوليو (August) أغسطس (September) سبتمبر

(October) أكتوبر (November) نوفمبر (December) ديسمبر

Series/Prefixes
The earliest and latest verified series/prefixes are shown in the 

following listings. Be advised that not all series/prefixes within the 
range have been verified; it’s possible that the printer skipped some 
letters/numbers for unknown reasons. Also, there may be cross-overs 
(i.e. the same series/prefix appears on different types or varieties), 
therefore the series/prefixes shouldn’t be used as the sole determining 
factor in identifying a note.

Qatar & Dubai Currency Board
Qatar & Dubai Currency Board (QDCB)

From 1959 until 1966, Qatar used the Indian rupee as currency, 
in the form of Gulf rupees. When India devalued the rupee, Qatar 
adopted the Saudi riyal from 11 June 1966, until 18 September 
1966, at which time the Qatar-Dubai Currency Board (QDCB) 
introduced the Qatar-Dubai riyal. The Saudi riyal was worth 1.065 
rupees, while the Qatar-Dubai riyal was equal to the rupee prior to 
its devaluation.

QDCB Signature Varieties
1

(Chairman)
Khalifa bin Hamad al-Thani 

1966 Issues

B101 (P1): 1 riyal (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Green. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: 
English text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: 
(Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company). 110 x 55 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ١١/ا - ١/ا.  
Intro: 18.09.1966.

35 140 675

□ as.	 Horizontal red نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — 500

□ at.	 Red; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — —
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B102 (P2): 5 riyals (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Purple. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: 
English text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: 
(Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company). 120 x 60 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ٦/ا - ١/ا. Intro: 18.09.1966. 180 700 2,900
□ as.	 Horizontal red نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 

s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.
— — 500

□ at.	 Brown; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — —

B103 (P3): 10 riyals (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Gray-blue. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: 
English text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: 
(Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company). 130 x 65 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ٩/ا - ١/ا. Intro: 18.09.1966. 160 650 2,700
□ as.	 Horizontal red نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 

s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.
— — 1,300

□ at.	 Purple; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — —

B104 (P4): 25 riyals (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Blue. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: English 
text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: (Bradbury, 
Wilkinson & Company). 140 x 70 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ١/ا. Intro: 18.09.1966. 4,000 17,000 63,000
□ as.	 Horizontal red نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 

s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.
— — 14,000

□ at.	 Green; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — —

B105 (P5): 50 riyals (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Red. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: English 
text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: (Bradbury, 
Wilkinson & Company). 150 x 75 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ١/ا. Intro: 18.09.1966. 3,500 14,000 58,000
□ as.	 Horizontal black نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 

s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.
— — 6,500

□ at.	 Dark brown; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/
back; horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — 10,000
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B106 (P6): 100 riyals (withdrawn 17.08.1973) VG VF UNC
Olive green. Front: Arabic text; coat of arms with dhow, oil derrick, and palm trees. Back: 
English text; guillche patterns. Solid security thread. Watermark: Falcon head. Printer: 
(Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company). 160 x 80 mm.

□ a.	 No date. Sig. 1. Prefix ٢/ا - ١/ا. Intro: 18.09.1966. 850 3,400 10,000
□ as.	 Horizontal red نموذج SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 

s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.
— — 4,000

□ at.	 Purple; horizontal red SPECIMEN ovpt front/back; 
horizontal black # ovpt upper left back; 
s/n ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ١/ا; punched.

— — —

On 17 October 2012, the Coin and Medal Department of 
Bonhams Auctioneers, London auctioned a complete set of 
notes with matching serial number 1/٠٠٠٠٠٩ ١ in a blue leather 
presentation album inscribed Council For the Currency of Qatar & 
Dubai. The set sold for £180,000 (US$279,000) including buyer’s 
premium.

Looking Forward
Following Dubai’s entrance into the United Arab Emirates, 

Qatar began issuing the Qatari riyal separate from Dubai on 19 
May 1973. The old notes continued to circulate in parallel for 90 
days, at which time they were withdrawn. 

For later issues, see Qatar and United Arab Emirates.

Acknowledgements
This chapter was compiled in collaboration with Mark Irwin 

and with the generous assistance of Bonhams (www.bonhams.com), 
Tod Hunt, Wally Myers, Hani Rida (http://sababanknotes.6te.net), 
Ibrahim Salem, Christof Zellweger, and others.

Sources
Fisher, Jack H. “Qatar and Dubai Currency Board Notes.” IBNS 

Journal. Volume 33 Number 2. p.26.
Schmidt, Tracy L. Standard Catalog of World Paper Money, Modern 

Issues, 1961-Present. 23rd edition. 2017. ISBN 978-1-4402-
4795-8. Krause Publications (www.krausebooks.com), 700 East 
State St., Iola, WI, 54990-0001.

Symes, Peter. “The Bank Notes of the Qatar and Dubai Currency 
Board.” IBNS Journal. Volume 36 Number 3. p.18.

Symes, Peter. Reference Site for Islamic Banknotes (www.
islamicbanknotes.com).

Share Your Input, Info, and Images
This catalog is believed to be complete and correct as of the time 

of publication. Prices and face values were last updated 8 August 
2018. Please report errors or omissions so that corrections may 
be made. If you can more precisely identify the name or location 
of anything depicted on a note, please share that information. 
Furthermore, if you own an unlisted type or variety, please 
submit scans of the front and back of the note so that it can be 
documented. Scans should be 300 dots per inch, 100% actual size, 
24-bit color, saved as uncompressed JPEG files, and sent to owen@
banknotenews.com. Be sure to fully describe all attributes of the 
note which are not apparent upon visual inspection of the images 
alone, such as physical dimension, watermark, and security thread.
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The Banknote Book is an indispensable catalog of world notes, new and old. 

Each chapter includes detailed descriptions and background information, full-color images, and accurate valuations.  

270 country-specific chapters are currently available for download individually or by subscription.

A three-volume hardcover print edition is available separately from Spink’s books division.

www.BanknoteBook.com

  THE

B ANKNOT E  BOOK
20% off autorenewal subscriptions: Only US$79

Collectors everywhere agree,  
“This catalog is vastly superior to the Standard Catalog of World Paper Money!”
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ZAO NOTES

Banknotes with a Japanese flavour

stores.ebay.com/zaonotes
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Test Notes are becoming increasingly popular among banknote collectors, for 
good reason. Security printers worldwide have created 3000+ types with 

fascinating designs that highlight their articstic and technical capabilities,   
often incorporating the very latest experimental                                   

security features or printing techniques.

To learn more, visit our eBay store or email us today !
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